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Catholic Biblical School 

 

III.9 Fall of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms; Exile 

 

Notes from Boadt, p. 374-381, on The Deuteronomist’s History 

 

The scope of the Deuteronomistic History is Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings. 

It gets its name from it gets its major inspiration from the theology of Deuteronomy and its 

deeply prophetic spirit from the life of Jeremiah.  

 

It was put together to show that the terrible fate of exile which the people experienced can be 

understood. God is not powerless, and God did not reject his choice of Israel, but it is a 

consequence of their own sin and blindness. But it also is a deeper explanation of how God acts, 

and how God is always faithful to the covenant he gave to Moses.  

 

The spirit of the Deuteronomistic History is profoundly prophetic. Israel was given a choice 

between life and death (Dt 30:15-20) and often they chose death. So Jewish tradition calls these 

books the “Former Prophets”, a richer term than the “Historical Books”. 

 

Some time after the death of Josiah the religious leaders of the reform movement inspired by 

Deuteronomy began to gather and edit old stories and archives. They made a continuous history 

from the time of Joshua to their own day. They created a framework for the stories of long 

speeches in the mouths of the various heroes to explain the meaning of events, e.g. 

• Joshua (Joshua 23-24) 

• Samuel (1 Samuel 12) 

• David (2 Samuel 7) 

• Solomon (1 Kings 8) 

• The editors (2 Kings 17 and 25) 

 

The book of Deuteronomy stands at the head, and gives the key to understanding the whole: 

 

(1) The covenant between God and Israel, and why god has punished Israel for infidelity 

(2) The promise of the land, and why they have lost it. 

 

It combines the authority of Moses as lawgiver, and explanation of the Covenant Laws, and a 

spirit of prophecy that could foresee what would happen and warn against it. 

 

Five stages: 

 

1 – The conquest under Joshua (Book of Joshua). Emphasis that Joshua and the people achieved 

victory only because they obeyed God. The final speech of Joshua (22-24) underlines the 

message clearly. 

2 – The period of the Judges, a troubled time with ups and downs and weak leadership. (Judges 

and 1 Samuel) Rebellion and disobedience. Long, slow process of settlement. Israel often sinned 

and needed God to rescue them from folly. Pattern of sin, punishment, cry for help, raising up a 
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judge, victory and peace, followed again by sin. Samuel is the last and greatest of the judges, and 

has the difficult task of setting up a king. 

3 – The high point of God’s blessing, under King David. (2 Samuel) Much about God’s loyalty 

to David, and David’s faithfulness to God.  

4 – The Kings, from Solomon until the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC (1 and 2 Kings) The writers 

often pass over the great deeds of the kings, to recount how well or not the king obeyed the 

covenant demands to avoid all false worship. All the Northern kings rated as evil, and only Asa, 

Hezekiah and Josiah as good among the kings of Judah. 

5 – The Exile, barely touched upon but looming over everything. 

 

In the history the prophets are very important, especially Elijah, and in all cases what they say 

comes true, so it is the period of the “victory of God’s word.” So much of the purpose of the 

Deuteronomistic History is to explain why the kingdom failed and why the people were exiled 

despite God’s promises. Despite ending in disaster, there are so many calls to repent and 

renewals of God’s promises, that there is hope for restoration in the future. 

 

Chapter 17 

 

King Hoshea became a vassal to Shalmaneser, king of Assyria. But he did not pay tribute and 

appealed to Egypt for help, so Shalmaneser imprisoned him then attacked Samaria. Then 

Samaria was taken and the people exiled to Assyria. This happened because the people venerated 

other gods. This was despite all the prophets God sent to warn them. God rejected Israel but kept 

Judah. Hence the exile of Israel in Assyria, “to the present”. 

 

The Assyrian king settled pagan peoples in Samaria. They were killed by lions for not 

worshipping properly, so an Israelite priest was sent from Assyria to instruct them. But they set 

up shrines to their own gods.  

 

Chapter 18 

 

Hezekiah became king of Judah. He removed the high places and sacred poles. He even 

destroyed the bronze serpents Moses had made because people were offering incense to it. “He 

put his trust in the Lord, the God of Israel; and neither before him nor after him was there anyone 

like him among all the kings of Judah.”  

 

King Sennacherib of Assyria set out to attack the cities of Judah. Hezekiah paid him tribute 

including from the Temple treasury and sacred vessels. Sennacherib’s general taunts Hezekiah, 

and claims that the Lord instructed him to destroy the land.  

 

Chapter 19 

 

King Hezekiah consults the prophet Isaiah, who says that God will turn back Sennacherib, and 

return him to his own land where he will be killed. Hezekiah prays that God will save them. 

Isaiah answers with an oracle against Sennacherib. (19:21-31) God said that Sennacherib shall 

not enter Jerusalem nor fire one shot at it, but he will go home. Then the angel of the Lord slew 
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185,000 of his soldiers. Sennacherib went home and was murdered by his sons. His son Esar-

haddon became the next Assyrian king. 

 

Chapter 20 

 

Hezekiah became ill, and Isaiah prophesied that he would die. Hezekiah prays, and God grants 

him 15 more years of life. “I will be a shield to this city for my own sake, and for the sake of my 

servant David.  

 

2 Kings 20 12-19 is a duplication of Isaiah 39:1-8. Isaiah prophesies that Hezekiah’s possessions 

and posterity shall be exiled to Babylon. Hezekiah died, and his son Manasseh became king. 

 

Chapter 21 

 

Manasseh became king at age 12, and began to restore the high places, and altars to Baal, 

Ashteroth and the host of heaven, and to do evil of many kinds. He even put an idol in the 

Temple. He also shed much innocent blood. God threatens to wipe out Jerusalem. Manasseh died 

and his son Amon became king. He was murdered after two years, then his son Josiah became 

king in his place.   

 

Chapter 22 

 

Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and “conducted himself unswervingly just as  

his ancestor David had done.” He set about repairing the temple. The high priest Hilkiah reports 

to the king that he has found the Book of the Law in the Temple (This is the book of 

Deuteronomy.) . Josiah asks them to consult the Lord about the book. They consult the 

prophetess Huldah. She says that God will carry out all the threats in the book because of the 

people’s infidelity. But because Josiah has been faithful he will die soon and not see all the 

destruction.  

 

Chapter 23 

 

The king gathered all the people and had the contents of the book read. “Standing by the 

column” the king made a covenant to follow the Law. Then the king had the priests remove from 

the Temple all items associated with pagan worship, including cult prostitutes, and again destroy 

the high places. He slaughtered the pagan priests. He restored the practice of Passover, neglected 

since the time of the Judges.  

 

Josiah died in a battle against the Pharaoh of Egypt who passed through Israel to fight the king of 

Assyria. His son Jehoahaz became king. He reigned only three months. He did evil. Taken 

prisoner by Pharaoh. Then another son Eliakim became king. Changed his name to Jehoiakim. 

He taxed the people to pay tribute to Pharaoh. He reigned eleven years and did evil. 

 

Chapter 24 
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During his reign Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, moved against him. Jehoiakim became his 

vassal, and after three years rebelled against him.  Then attacked by many enemies, because the 

Lord promised to destroy Judah because of the sins of Manasseh. Jehoiakim died, then his son 

Jehoiachin became king. By now Assyria had dispossessed Egypt of its Asiatic lands. 

 

Jehoiachin did evil too. Reigned for three months. Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem and the 

king, and carried off the Temples and Palace treasures and all the leading people, officers and 

craftsmen, leaving only the poor. Nebuchadnezzar appointed Jehoiachin’s uncle Mattaniah as 

king, and changed his name to Zedekiah. Zedekiah reigned for eleven years, and did evil, and 

rebelled against the king of Babylon. 

 

Chapter 25 

 

Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem for many months. Zedekiah tried to flee, was captured, had 

all his sons killed, was blinded then taken captive to Babylon. Then the Temple, the large 

buildings and the walls of Jerusalem were destroyed. Again the artisans exiled and the poor left 

behind. All the temple furnishings destroyed and taken as booty. Gedaliah is appointed Governor 

of the people who remained. He instructed the people “do not be afraid of the Chaldean officials. 

Remain in the country and serve the king of Babylon, and all will be well with you.” After 37 

years Jehoiachin was released from prison by the new king of Babylon and given comfort and a 

place of honor for the rest of his life. 


